
Livestock lament
Outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease decrease, 
but are still painful for Cambodian farmers

BY SOK LAK | ECONOMICS TODAY

 !e number of cases of foot-and-
mouth disease dropped signi"cantly in 
"rst six months of #$%# compared with 
the three previous years, according to 
new report by the UN’s Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO). However, 
the report’s authors say the disease is 
still a problem for Cambodian farmers, 
especially owners of small farms, and 
can severely impact their economic liveli-
hoods. A new program has been launched 
to more e&ectively get a handle on the 
disease in Southeast Asia.

Last year, '( outbreaks of foot-and-
mouth disease (FMD) were reported in %) 
provinces in the Kingdom, down from %$( 
in #$%$ and (* in #$$'. !is year, there has 
only been one recorded outbreak so far in 
Kampong Chhnang province, according 
to the FAO study.

FMD is a highly communicable viral 
disease of cloven-hoofed animals includ-
ing cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and water 
bu&alo. Infected animals eat less and are 
less productive. !ey have lower meat 
and milk yields as well as a reduced draft 
capacity—some can be left lame. !ere-
fore, outbreaks hit economic growth and 
food security.

“!ere is a variable but generally high 
prevalence of FMD infection in Cam-
bodia where the disease is considered 
endemic although there is less attention 
on [it] than it deserves,” said Peter Wind-
sor, a professor of livestock health and 
production at the University of Sydney 
in Australia, who conducted research on 
FMD in Cambodia.

He said the impact of FMD is often 
unrecognized in developing countries 
as the disease does not kill the majority 
of animals it infects and most farmers 
expect their animals will recover. In #$%%, 
%$,+$( cattle were infected with FMD  
in Cambodia while only ($, died. In the 
same year, -(# water bu&alo contracted 
the disease but only #* succumbed to it.

According to research carried out by 
Windsor and a partner, average losses in 
#$%$ per animal were between US.#%- 
and US.(+%.

While the amounts aren’t exorbitant, 
for small farmers on low incomes, the 
losses can be devastating. In addition, 
the disease is more critical in Cambo-
dia because cattle and water bu&alo are 
essential draft animals in the country-
side and FMD can severely limit their 
ability to pull heavy loads.

“FMD inhibits economic development 
of Cambodia and particularly the large, 

rural smallholder population,” Windsor 
said. “It is slowing the pathways out of 
rural poverty.”

Vaccines do provide temporary immu-
nity to the disease, but they are not 
widely used in the Kingdom. !ere is 
also a lack of knowledge about how to 
prevent the disease and its spread, such 
as maintaining proper animal hygiene 
and limiting nonessential tra/c on 
farms. Most new infections are intro-
duced through the trading of animals 
which are already sick with the disease 
or are asymptomatic carriers.

Experts suggest FMD awareness cam-
paigns be stepped up, as well as invest-
ments in targeted vaccination programs, 
improved surveillance and reporting, 
and animal movement controls.

In June, FAO launched a project 
funded by South Korea to strengthen 
the "ght against FMD in Vietnam, Laos 
and Cambodia. !e goal is to boost coop-
eration among the three countries and 
implement a program that measures and 
monitors the e&orts to control the dis-
ease’s spread. !e hope is that countries 
which successfully complete the program 
can be designated FMD free, which could 
increase trade and farmers’ incomes. ■
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